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Oxford after dark

Radcliffe Square to Jericho, Blavatnik building

Walk contributed by Thelma Martin, Trustee, Oxford Civic Society

This walk can be done as a short circular walk round the historic city centre or can be
extended to a linear walk to take in the University’s Blavatnik building on Walton
Street. The walk is entirely on pavements and wheelchair accessible. We cannot
guarantee that any particular building will be illuminated!

Start: High Street, the University Church of St Mary the Virgin. Turn into St
Margaret’s Passage (on the left side of the church) and walk alongside Brasenose
College towards Radcliffe Square. The Radcliffe Camera, part of the Bodleian Library,
is on your right with All Souls College behind that. If you look up at the top floor of
the Bodleian on the furthest side of the square, you might get a glimpse of Duke
Humphrey’s Library with its lovely coffered ceiling. This is now familiar to many as
Hogwarts Library in the Harry Potter films.

Follow the wall of the Bodleian along to the right, then turn left into Catte
Street, leaving the Bodleian on the left, towards Parks Road. On your right is the
Bridge of Sighs and opposite that, the side of the Sheldonian Theatre. If the building
is in use, it will be lit, and it is possible to walk behind it and see the old Examination
Schools, which has a magnificent vaulted ceiling.

Turn left into Broad Street and proceed across the front of the Clarendon Building
to the Sheldonian Theatre. Note the ‘Emperors’ Heads’ around the Sheldonian. Just
beyond it the University’s original scientific space is how the History of Science
Museum, while Blackwell’s bookshop is opposite. Broad Street is a fine public space
with seating and cafés and is often used for events, for example a Christmas market.

Turn left at Blackwell’s poster shop, down Turl Street. The naked man on the
top of the shop is an Antony Gormley statue. If you look up you can also make out the
beautiful slender lantern on top of Exeter College chapel. Walk to the end of Turl
Street to rejoin the High Street where the short version of this walk ends.

To enjoy the longer walk, continue to the end of Broad Street, turn right along
the wall of Balliol College. The church in the middle of the road is St Mary
Magdalen and if it is lit from within you can see its lovely Victorian stained glass.

Continue with the church on your left and cross Magdalen Street at the traffic lights,
passing the Martyrs’ Memorial. Cross the road again at the Randolph Hotel. You will
see the front of the Ashmolean Museum. Go ahead along St Giles’, passing the front of
the Taylorian Institute.

St Giles’ is one of the most handsome streets in Oxford, with St John’s College taking
up most of the right-hand side. The elegant streetlights in St Giles” were designed by



the Civic Society in the 1970s. Two famous pubs in St Giles’, the Lamb and Flag and
the Eagle and Child, are associated with the writers JRR Tolkien and CS Lewis.

Turn left into Little Clarendon Street with its lively bars, cafés and restaurants.

At the end of Little Clarendon Street, turn right into Walton Street, crossing over to
stand outside, and admire the front of, Oxford University Press. This side of the street
gives a view of the University’s School of Government, housed in the all-glass
Blavatnik building which is often lit up like a paper lantern.

Walton Street offers a range of pubs, cafés and restaurants in which to relax after
your walk.



