Walks

in Ox ord

Magdalen College grounds

Length: 1.5 miles

Terrain: good paths, wheelchair accessible apart from the Fellows’ Garden. The main
entrance from the street has steps, but the porter can open an adjacent level
entrance.

St Catherine's «ons  Magdalen College was founded in

E) “fed X 1458 by William Waynflete, Bishop of

. : : "' Winchester and Lord Chancellor. It is
one of the oldest, largest and most
beautiful colleges in Oxford. It has
extensive grounds which include a
deer park, a water meadow and
Addison’s Walk. This walk takes in
those grounds. Visitors may also see
the chapel and cloisters.
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The college is open to visitors most
days of the year. Admission charges
" apply, other than for Oxford residents
- who have free entry. For details of
&% opening hours and admission charges
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provides more information:
www.youtube.com/watch?v= chFu9wIWOE&t 571s

There is a café for drinks and snacks but it is not always open. The toilets are always
open.

The walk starts at the porters’ lodge on the High Street. From
| there, enter a courtyard and go through a small corridor to the
right. The corridor goes past the entrance to the chapel (well
worth a visit).

At the end of the corridor turn left and follow the perimeter of

= the cloisters. Go through the first open corridor to your left into
' a garden with a large college building in front of you. This is the
New Building, construction of which began in the 1730s.
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. Take a short detour to the left, past an ancient plane tree, to
view a large field called The Grove. Here, in winter and
spring, you will see the fallow deer grazing.

var

($
T
ONFLON

i

Rl
o Now, retrace your steps and go through a magnificent iron
gate. The water meadow is straight ahead of you. This is
LG il By famed for its snakeshead fritillaries which flower in spring -

' such meadows are quite rare. Turn left to follow Holywell Mill
stream. This is Addison’s Walk (named after Joseph Addison,
a Fellow of the College from 1698 to 1711) which is raised
above flood level so that members of the college can enjoy

the walk all year round.

The deer herd will be seen in the water meadow in summer and autumn. Fallow deer
come in four colours: black, brown, white and spotted. Other wildlife to look out for
alongside the river includes kingfishers and otters. The copious quantities of mistletoe
on many of the trees are indicative of a healthy population of blackcaps.

At the corner where Addison’s Walk turns right there is a plaque with a poem by CS
Lewis, a Fellow of the College. A house over the stream, called Holywell Ford, can be
seen ahead.

Follow the path for about 400 metres to where it bends right again. Ahead, take the
path with steps and cross two small bridges into the Fellows’” Garden. This garden is
especially beautiful in the spring when it is carpeted in a profusion of daffodils and
other flowers. At the far end of the garden take the right fork in the path, past a small
pond on your left, to return on slightly higher ground to the two small bridges. There
is a good view of the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies. On returning to Addison’s
Walk, turn left and follow the Cherwell River. After about half a mile you will return to
where you started Addison’s Walk. Go back through the iron gateway and immediately
turn left to reach the toilets and café. Follow the path into the building to return to the
cloisters. Turn left, pass the dining hall (sometimes open to visitors) and return to the
courtyard where the walk started.

With thanks to the College for their support.
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